WINTER PRECAUTIONS
Last year’s hard winter brought unprecedented snow and ice to St Annes which caused many problems to residents. In particular roads and footpaths were treacherous and stretched County and Borough resources to the full in keeping essential routes open. This year LCC has stockpiled much more grit and deicer and is far better prepared for snow and ice. Here are some tips as to what St Anne’s residents can do to help
Clearing Snow and Ice

The government has issued a 'snow code' to clarify your rights and responsibilities when clearing snow and ice from public areas.  The full Snow Code can be accessed on the Directgov website here: http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/DG_191868
Key parts of the new code include:

· There's no law stopping you from clearing snow and ice on the pavement outside your home or from public spaces. 

· It’s unlikely you'll be sued or held legally responsible for any injuries on the path if you have cleared it carefully. Remember that people walking on ice and snow have a responsibility to be careful themselves. 

· Be careful – don't make pathways more dangerous by causing them to refreeze. 

· Start early – it's easier to move fresh, loose snow than hard snow that has been packed together by people walking on it. 

· Use sand or salt to melt snow and improve traction. Never use water to melt snow, which may refreeze and cause black ice, making the pathway more dangerous than it was before. 

· Use some table salt to prevent pathways refreezing when temperatures drop. 

· When shovelling snow, take care not to block other people's paths or highways drains. Clear a path down the middle of the area so you can walk easily and move snow from the centre of the path to the sides. 

Advice for pedestrians
Follow these top tips to help you stay safe and enjoy walking in a winter wonderland...

· Wrap up warm but make sure you wear brightly coloured or fluorescent clothing as it shows up well in daylight and at dusk and reflective gear after dark to make sure you can be seen in car headlights. 

· In cold weather, assume that all wet, dark areas on pavements are slippery and icy. Dew or water vapour can freeze on cold surfaces, forming an extra-thin, nearly invisible layer of ice. 

· Wear suitable footwear with good grip - avoid boots or shoes with smooth soles and heels. 

· Walk on designated footpaths as much as possible. Taking shortcuts over frozen areas can be dangerous. 

· Point your feet out slightly. Spreading your feet out slightly while walking on ice increases your centre of gravity. 

· Keep your hands out of your pockets. Hands in your pockets while walking decreases your centre of gravity and balance. You can help break your fall with your hands free if you do start to slip. 

In icy and snowy weather, please consider if your journey is necessary before you set off. Always wear appropriate footwear with good grip to help you stay safe when you are out and about.
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